Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 August 1977 are concerned with specific types of tumour throughout the body. No one who has to deal with these problems will agree with everything which is advised or recommended and indeed few who work in this field always agree with each other, but this book remains a stimulating account of the whole range of malignant disease in children, and it is recommended to anyone who has to deal with such patients. A anwsthetists as well as general and orthopedic surgeons, selected for their special competence in the early care of the injured patient. They aim to supply a complete source of information for those having responsibility for such cases; too much has been asked of them. In a fairly modest sized book every conceivable aspect of trauma, from snake bite to replantation of severed limbs, from medicolegal aspects to major disaster planning, finds its place, but usually in such a compressed form that it can give no detailed advice to the man on the spot.
The text, as far as it goes, is up to date and readable, and the numerous illustrations are clearly reproduced, but it can hardly be regarded as the only source of guidance to the hard-pressed surgeon coping with a severe accident case.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor ofSurgery Westminster Medical School
Otolaryngology, a Textbook by Gerald M English MD FACS pp iv + 815 illustrated £31.90 New York &c.: Harper and Row 1976 The editor of this textbook of otolaryngology commends it to a readership extending from medical students to residents, and non specialist practitioners. This is rather too wide a range of interest to be satisfied by one text. The requirements of medical students are quite different from those of postgraduates. This book, which is neither short nor inexpensive, is unlikely to appeal to the medical student, and, within the framework of UK specialist training, it covers the subject at a level appropriate for postgraduates in the specialty studying for higher professional qualifications. It is by its contribution in this role that it must be judged for the British interest and, if only because of its cost, it may fail by comparison with its competitors.
The seventeen distinguished contributors have covered the field of otolaryngology systematically and well, and the hand of a highly accomplished editor shows in the control of good balance between topics, and in the lack of overlap and contradiction which so often degrade books of multiple authorship. The subject is treated in a satisfactory conventional way, and there are useful chapters on such subjects as head and neck pain, and dermatological problems which do not always receive such careful separate consideration.
Unfortunately there are many instances where the American emphasis is irrelevant or even misleading for the British reader. Our attitudes to the use of local anasthesia are different, and the UK reader may not be interested in the dollar price of audiometers, or in the role of the audiologist certified by the American Speech and Hearing Association. The illustrations are clear, useful and plentiful. The index is well planned and seems to be accurate.
In shbrt, this is an attractively presented textbook of otolaryngology, but its American emphasis, and its high price may limit its interest for readers in The introduction of regional flaps derived from forehead, scalp and delto-pectoral region have constituted a notable advance in radical head and neck surgery of malignant disease, which has spilt over into the corrective surgery of facial trauma and of congenital abnormalities. These techniques, developed by painful trial and error since the Second World War, have now almost replaced the distant pedicle flap brought up laboriously to the defect via multiple staged operations, which often extended over many months. This magnificent volume by the Chief of Head and Neck Surgery at the Columbia Presbyterian Medical Centre in New York, gives a clear description of these intricate procedures. The text is illustrated by a profuse photographic atlas of a wide variety of surgical reconstructive problems.
The chapter by Dr Bakamjian, whose eponym is attached to the delto-pectoral flap and who writes with authority on this topic, is a notable contribution. This is a book for the specialist reconstructive surgeon and his trainees. General surgeons will turn its pages with admiration for the remarkable ingenuity of their colleagues in plastic surgery, before returning to their own mundane tasks. This is a very comprehensive review of the present state of knowledge of the investigation and treatment, medical, surgical and radiotherapeutic, of these lesions. It is good to have chapters on physiology and ophthalmology contributed by specialists in these fields, though this necessarily leads to a certain amount of duplication of information. The radiological aspects are very fully dealt with and are most clearly and beautifully illustrated, whilst the surgical section is a model of clarity.
The book is superbly produced and the illustrations are of fine quality. No Press 1976 This book records the proceedings of a Serono symposium held in Florence. The date of the meeting is not given, but judging by the dates of publication cited, it was presumably in 1975. The work reported is, therefore, for the most part though not entirely up to date. Inevitably the quality and importance of the various contributions is uneven and the appeal of the two main sections, on basic anatomy of ovarian follicles and physiology, and on clinical studies of ovulation induction, is essentially to two different classes of reader. Among the more outstanding topics in the first section are ovarian follicle development, follicular control of o6cyte maturation, the intraovarian control of o6genesis, the possibility of defective embryogenesis due to defects in storage substances in the egg, and hormone-receptor interactions in follicle and corpus luteum development.
The second section deals extensively with the assessment of failure of ovulation and its treatment, by clomiphene, alone and combined with other agents including cestrogens, chorionic gonadotrophin, human menopausal gonadotrophin and gonadotrophin-releasing hormone; by HMG and releasing hormone and with a long-acting releasing hormone preparation. Only one brief report deals with bromocriptinewhich certainly dates the book in this respect.
As always with this type of publication, it is best read while still at least warm off the press. This small book contains a wealth of concisely presented information, particularly in the early chapters on anatomy and physiology, and the ovary and sexual development. Thereafter, the author's interpretation of ovarian gynecology is very liberal and many aspects of gynlecology are in fact covered in other sections. The material presented is more relevant for postgraduate students and for the specialist.
Several useful surgical points are dealt with in considerable detail, but readers with a more medical approach would undoubtedly have preferred more details regarding modern intensive endocrinological investigations. The author's views on the climacteric are similar to those shared by the majority of British gynmcologists at the present time, rather than the enthusiast for hormone replacement therapy.
The chapter on ovarian tumours in pregnancy is by itself an outstanding contribution and is based on unpublished work of the late Mr Frank Stabler of Newcastle.
Personally I feel that the author's liberal interpretation of ovarian gynecology adds to the book's quality rather than the reverse. Overall, I believe that this will be considered a welcome addition for the gynecologist, or potential gynaecologist. The volume of printed matter on the menopause has expanded exponentially over the past twelve months. This popularity is partly the consequence of a greater awareness by the population at risk,
